
Hammonton Middle School 

Summer Reading 

2020 

 

Summer reading is optional this summer.  Students may select one of the books from 

the following list of age-appropriate books.  They may also select a book of their choice 

that is not on the list.   Students are to write a brief summary along with their 

reaction to the book. (at least two paragraphs; can be longer).  Parents must 

approve the book.    The reaction and summaries will be collected upon return to 

school in September and counted as extra credit.        

 

See next page for reading suggestions…  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Suggested Summer Reading Titles 

 

Disclaimer: The list below provides age-appropriate reading materials 

for grades 6 and up. Books may contain sensitive subjects, please 

use parental discretion as to what material is appropriate for your 

child. 
 

E-K-5  M-6-8  J-7-9  YA-9-12 

 

 

Dead Voices by Kathertine Arden. 2019. M, J (Thriller) 

Ollis’s dad won a ski weekend and brought the two friends (Brian and Coco) and Coco’s mom 

along. Unfortunately, the trip takes them to a haunted ski lodge, and the horrible smiling man in 

book one is back to get revenge. He imprisoned Ollie in another dimension, and Coco and Brian 

must figure out how to save her in one night. Untrustworthy ghosts add to the story. Perfect 

scary book with intense and suspenseful action. 

 

Past Perfect Life by Elizabeth Eulberg. 2019. YA (Mystery) 

Ally and her dad have a great relationship. She’s an A student and college-bound. The problem 

comes when her applications are rejected because her Social Security number is valid. Soon 

after, the FBI shows up at their house, arresting her dad for kidnapping. Ally thought her mother 

was dead but the truth is that her dad had taken her to Wisconsin from Florida when she was 

three. Her mother wants her to  move in with her, and since she’s a minor, she has no choice. 

 

Charlie Throrne and the Last Equation by Stuart Gibbs. 2019. M, J (Adventure) 

Charlie Throne is a genius. She is twelve and in college when her half-brother, Dante, a CIA 

agent, blackmails her into helping him find Pandora, an equation that Einsteinhad hidden before 

his death because it leads to an easier way to convert mass energy, thus making nuclear 

energy (or weapons). Charlie had “misappropriated” millions of dollars from a company that 

stole her idea. Dante promises not to prosecute her if she agrees to help. Full of heart-stopping 

action throughout the book. Perfect for Alex Rider fans. 

 

The Similars by Rebecca Hanover. 2019. J, YA. (Science fiction) 

Six clones enroll at the same boarding school as the originals. Emmaline’s best friend, Oliver, 

killed himself over the summer and she is shocked to see his face on a clove named Levi. Her 

roommate, Pru, has a clone named Pippa and they become friends, but someone attacks Pru, 

and she is in a coma.There are nefarious reasons that they are at the school, but it is mostly out 

their control. The mystery surrounding the clones’ creator and what he had to do with Oliver and 

the school creates nail-biting scenes. 

 

Secret Soldiers by Keely Hutton. 2019. M, J (Historical fiction) 

Thomas wants to join the British army so that he can find his brother, nut they turn kim away 

because he’s too young. George, a bit of a shyster, recruits him to join a secret mission that 



takes place under the front lines, in abandoned mines. George hears them say he’ll get three 

meals a day, so he joins too. They bunk with two others, at first bickering but then form a 

cohesive group, determined to help Tommy find his brother. 

 

The Unteachables by Gordon Korman. 2019. E, M, J (Humor) 

Mr. Kermit is burned out and is going to make it through this last year and retire. The 

superintendent puts him in the class with kids called the Unteachables. He’s okay with that. He’ll 

bide his time, and that’s that. However, the kids get to him and he gets to them. This sweet story 

is one of understanding, redemption and love. 

 

It Wasn’t me by Dana Wilson Levy. 2018. M, J (Realistic fiction) 

Five students were in the are when someone vadalized Theo’s artwork. No one is coming clean 

about what saw or didn’t see. Their teacher, Ms. Lewinston, devises a Justice Circle instead of a 

traditional punishment. She includes Theo in this process of restorative justice. Molly, the 

perfect girl, Erik, the jock, Alice the weirdo, Jax, the screw-up, and Andre, the nerd are 

suspects. They come to realize that they are much more than their labels. The kids become 

friends and the truth is finally revealed. 

 

Strike Zone 

  

I, Cosmo by Carlie Sorosiak. 2019. E, M, J (Family drama, POV of dog) 

Cosmo, an elderly golden retriever, tells this story. He is the brother of Max and vowed to 

protect him since the day he was brought home from the hospital. His family has been joyful but 

now, something is wrong. Max senses it and so does Cosmo. Dad and Mon are continually 

fighting, and twelve-year-old Max is terrified that divorce is in their future and that they’ll decide 

to let let Dad have Max. They’ve got to do something to show that they can’t be separated. They 

enter a canine freestyle dance contest with Uncle Reggie, an Army dog trainer, and even 

though Max is old and arthritic, he has to do the best he can to save his family. 

 

The Humiliations of Pipi McGee by Beth Vrabel. 2019. M, J (Humor) 

Pipi is determined to make 8th grade great. Every school year since kindergarten, she has done 

something humiliating. She tells her friend, Tasha, that this year will be different. The first 

assembly, to show how much they’ve grown, displays theirs self-portraits from kindergarten. Pipi 

drew her self as bacon with boobs and everyone starts making fun of her again. Pipi is called 

Pipi because in 4th grade, she wet her pants when vile Kara wouldn’t get a teacher for her to 

help. Now, she has a plan to get revenge on Kara and change things so that she can make 

herself over. The bad thing is that she loses her best friends with this plan and doesn’t see what 

her actions will do when she becomes a mean girl. 

 

 

 

Anthem by Deborah Wiles. 2019. M, J, YA (Historical fiction) 

The year is 1969. Molly’s brother left home a year before after a fight with their father over the 

Vietnam War. She worships him and misses him terribly. He receives a notice to report for the 



draft, and Molly’s mom sends her and her cousin, Norman to find him in California. Norman is a 

drummer and is trying to start a band, so he has an old school bus to drive from Charleston, SC 

to San Francisco. This book is full of photos, quotes, and documents from 1960’s that show the 

Vietnam war and protests, racial unrest, politicians, hippies, and more. 

Speechless 

 

Maximillian Fly by Angie Sage. 2019. E, M, J (Science fiction) 

When catastrophe threatens the human race, scientists realize that cockroaches can survive 

anything, so develop a way to add roach DNA to humans. The experiment backfires, and some 

human have roach babies. Max is one of those humans. One night, he saves wingless ones 

(regular humans) who are running from the authorities. They are running because Katelyn has a 

secret that the bad guys want. There is much action as Max works to save Katelyn and her 

brother. 

 

Speechless by Adam Schmitt. 2018. M, J ( family drama) 

Jimmy’s cousin, Patrick,  is dead and his mother says he has to deliver a speech at the funeral. 

Patrick was a nightmare as a cousin. He ruined birthday parties, broke new toys, threw tantrums 

and Jimmy can’t think of anything nice to say about him. What he finally says is incredibly 

genuine and sincere. 

 

 

Wrecking Ball Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney. 2019. E, M ( Graphic Novel-Comic) 

"When an unexpected inheritance gives Greg Heffley's family a chance to make big changes to 

their house, they soon discover that renovations may not be worth the effort" (Follett) 

 

Rocket to the Moon: Big Ideas that hanged the World. 2019. M, J (Grapfic(comic) Non-

fiction, Humor) 

A graphic novel that tells the history of space travel in a humorous way. Did you ever wonder 

how astronauts took care of their bodily functions? Read this and find out. This book was 

published to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the moon landing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book descriptions and blurbs by Terri Grief 


